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What is Blended Learning? 

“At its simplest, blended learning is the 
thoughtful integration of face-to-face 
learning experiences with online learning 
experiences.” 
 
D. Randy Garrison, Heather Kanuka, Blended learning: Uncovering its transformative potential in higher education, The 
Internet and Higher Education, Volume 7, Issue 2, 2nd Quarter 2004, Pages 95-105, ISSN 1096-7516, DOI: 
10.1016/j.iheduc.2004.02.001 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blended learning is the integration of face-to-face learning and online learning. 

Its using the best of both worlds 



Benefits of Blended Learning  

• Blended learning allows for the integration 
of computers, audio-visual tools and 
standard visual aids.  

• By using an array of technologies, you 
increase the likelihood that you reach all of 
your students. 
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Presentation Notes
It allows for the integration of computers, audio visual tools and visual aids.

By using an array of technologies, you increase the likelihood of reaching all students. 



Benefits of Blended Learning and 
Multiple Intelligences? 

Intelligence type Capability and perception 

Linguistic words and language 

Logical-Mathematical logic and numbers 

Musical music, sound, rhythm 

Bodily-Kinaesthetic  body movement control 

Spatial-Visual images and space 

Interpersonal other people's feelings 

Intrapersonal self-awareness 
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Blended learning fits in with Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences. 
 
Everyone learns differently. Some benefit from visuals, while others thrive when presented with auditory information. 

As you design the course, integrate an array of different delivery mediums into the course so that all students can be successful, regardless of learning style preference.




Principles for BL course design 

 Blended Learning is not an ‘add-on’ to an 
existing teaching approach 

 It involves a “fundamental 
reconceptualization & reorganisation of the 
teaching and learning dynamic” 

 It is about “rethinking and redesigning the 
teaching & learning relationship” 
(Garrison & Kanuka, 2004) 
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Blended learning is not an add on to what you are already doing.  

Its about the teaching and learning. Its about reconceptualising and reorganising the teaching and learning in your classroom. 

How do you do this?



How to Blend? 
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How do you blend? 

First, through a process of explicit and systematic teaching. 

You can start by working backwards. 

Assess the students and find out what they already know and what they don’t know. 

Plan the lessons based on what needs to be taught and how it is taught. 

Finally use, modelled, guided and independent teaching to explicitly support students to achieve the lesson outcomes and to engage student in summative reflection on their learning. 



How to Blend? 

Phase 1: 
Assessment  & 
Preparation of 
the learning 
(design phase) 

Phase 2: 
Socialising 
learners 
Cyber 
Citizenship & 
Enquiry 
Learning 
 

Phase 3: 
Supporting 
student 
participation 
online 
(early stages) Phase 4: 

Sustaining 
student 
participation 
online 
(later stages) 

Phase 5: 
Summing up the 
learning 
outcomes for the 
unit 
(end of unit) 
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An example of what we do at Caringbah. 

Assessment and the preparation of the learning 

2.   Socialising learners by going through safe internet use

3.   Support student participation online 

4.    Sustain student participation online e.g. through Edmodo 

5      Finally – summing up the learning outcomes of the unit. 



What’s in the Blend? 
Blogs 
• Social technologies such as blogs and 

forums allow students to become the ‘group 
owners’ of their own learning. 

• Students learn to ask big questions, find 
resources and engage in ongoing dialogue.  

• Students engaged in this type of learning 
develop leadership and communication skills.  

• It is also a good way for teachers to start with 
the pedagogy and use straight forward 
technology to improve their skills 
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What's in the Blend?

One of the easiest online tools to use is Blogs… You all have access to Blogs through BogEd on the portal. 

Blogs allow students to become the ‘group owners’ of their own learning. 

Students can ask questions, find resources and engage in ongoing dialogue with either you or their peers. 

This type of learning can develop a students leadership and communication skills. 

It’s an easy way for teachers to blend the pedagogy and technology and to improve their skills. 



What’s in the Blend? 

• Blogs not only provide a place for the 
author to write, they invite readers to 
COMMENT on what has been said.  

• They can also include LINKS to web sites, 
other blogs, news articles, or even 
pictures. 
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Blogs provide a place for students to write and they invite readers to comment on what they have written. 

They can also include links to websites, other blogs, news articles and pictures. 



What’s in the Blend? 
• Blogs allow people to “share” in unique ways. 

Instead of simply using the internet for 
reading information to “look something up” on 
the web, blogs let people WRITE, REACT, 
and SHARE, using the internet as a place to 
do it.  

• Students are able to create individual 
reflective blogs or collaborative blogs. 

• Students can share media such as video or 
audio and use this to foster dialogue. 
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Blogs allow students to write, react and share. 

Students can create individual reflective blogs or collaborative blogs. 

Show blog. 



What’s in the Blend? 
Social Networking using Edmodo 
• Edmodo is a social networking space 

specifically designed for education. It is 
unblocked for educational purposes. This is 
where we will ask questions, share links and 
post ideas. 

• Edmodo is a social learning network for 
teachers, students, schools and districts.  

• It provides free classroom communication for 
teachers, students and administrators on a 
secure social network. 
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Edmodo is a great tool to sustain online learning. 

It’s a social networking space specifically designed for education. 

It’s a place where students can ask questions, share links and post ideas. 



What’s in the Blend? 

• Teachers and students are able to post classroom 
materials, share links and videos, and access 
homework, grades and school notices.  

• Edmodo stores and share all forms of digital content 
– blogs, links, pictures, video, documents, 
presentations, and more. 
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Teachers and students are able to post classroom materials, share links and videos, and access homework, grades and school notices. 

Edmodo can store and share all forms of digital content such as pictures, video, documents, presentations and more.

Show Edmodo 



What’s in the Blend 
 
 
• Students as designers of their own learning. 
• Students engage in activities such as 

identifying the outcomes they wish to 
achieve, designing activities and creating 
assessments. 

• Results have shown improvement in 
academic results and information 
management skills 
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Another method we use at Caringbah is getting students to design their own learning. 

When students are asked to design learning for each other the results are remarkable. 

Students engage in activities such as identifying the outcomes they wish to achieve, designing activities and creating assessments.

We generally find that this results in improvement in academic results and information management skills. 

This can also be a good way of linking to your primary feeder schools. 



Learning Design using LAMS 

• LAMS (Learning Activity Management 
System) is an easy‐to‐use e‐learning solution 
that allows the user to build reusable learning 
activities (modules) and connect them 
together to become an activity sequence.  

• By following the sequence, learners are given 
an environment that they can focus and learn 
new knowledge while collaborating with 
others.  
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You can use LAMs as the technology tool and have students work backwards from outcomes to design lesson sequences for their peers to undertake. 

LAMs is an eLearning solution that allows the user to build reusable learning activities or lessons and connect them together to become an activity sequence. 

By following the sequence, learners are given an environment that they can focus and learn new knowledge while collaborating with others. 



LAMS (Learning 
Activity Management 
System) 

• Students are able to use 
LAMS to design learning 
sequences for their 
peers, create forums for 
discussion and create 
interactive and 
informative information 
products or narratives.  

• LAMS would be a great 
next step for teachers 
who are familiar with 
social technology and/or 
effective learning design. 
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LAMs is a great tool for teachers who are familiar with social technology and/or effective learning design. 

http://web1.macquarieict.schools.nsw.edu.au/index.php/la10.html


Add a touch of Blooms into the mix 
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Using Blooms Taxonomy can help teachers adapt web2 resources into their classroom. 

You can use 
Youtube and google for remembering
Twitter skype or prezi for understanding 
Google earth for applying 
Mindomo for analysing
Wikipedia for evaluating
Podcasts for creating 




Web2 blends 
• Xtranormal  
• Community clips 
• Skype  
• Podcasts 
• Survey makers 
• Word cloud generators 
• Mindomo 
• Visualization and storytelling 
• Animations 
• Prezi 
• Collage creators 
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These are just some of the large array of web2 tools that are available. 

Xtranormal is a movie making tool that uses animation. 

Community clips allows you to give online feedback 

Mindomo is a mind mapping tool. 



DER Software  
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The software on the DER netbooks is another valuable source for blending your learning. 

Teachers can use the DER software for learning guide to assist them in how the software can be used in the classroom. 



LEARNER MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS: MOODLE 
Moodle is a software package for producing 
internet-based courses and web sites 
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MOODLE is another software package for producing online learning for students. 



eBackpack 
eBackpack is an application that provides: 
• teachers and students with online personal file 

storage 
• a facility for teachers to create online shared 

workspaces. Shared workspaces can contain 
web content, files, announcements and other 
information from any location via the DET Portal. 

• the ability for teachers and students to store and 
access (view, download, save or print) files in a 
secure environment via the DET Portal. 
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eBackpack will be available soon and will provide: 

teachers and students with online personal file storage

2. a facility for teachers to create online shared workspaces. 
 - Shared workspaces can contain web content, files, announcements and other information from any location via the DET Portal.

3. It also provides the ability for teachers and students to store and access (view, download, save or print) files in a secure environment via the DET Portal.




Get Blended with teacher 
professional development 
• Maang 
• MyPL@DET (course summary) 
• VC conference (Breakkie with a 

Teckkie/BOS) 
• (TIM)Technology Integration Matrix 
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You can also get blended with teacher professional development. 

1. Maang is a social networking tool for teachers. Teachers today are so ‘time poor’ that they hardly get a change to network with others. Most teachers will agree that networking provides the most effective and productive professional development. Teachers now have the ability to connect with colleagues online through Maang. 

2. Mypl@det allows schools to store all professional development online. 

3. VC conferencing is another method of online learning for teachers. Brekkie with a teckkie is a great way to learning about web2 tools. 

4. The Technology Integration Matrix (TIM) illustrates how teachers can use technology to enhance learning for all students. 




http://hccweb2.org/bt/
http://hccweb2.org/bt/


Reflecting the blend using TIM 
• The Technology Integration Matrix (TIM) illustrates how teachers can 

use technology to enhance learning for all students.  
• The TIM incorporates five interdependent characteristics of 

meaningful learning environments: active, constructive, goal directed 
(i.e., reflective), authentic, and collaborative (Jonassen, Howland, Moore, & Marra, 
2003).  

• The TIM associates five levels of technology integration (i.e., entry, 
adoption, adaptation, infusion, and transformation) with each of the 
five characteristics of meaningful learning environments.  

• Together, the five levels of technology integration and the five 
characteristics of meaningful learning environments create a matrix 
of 25 cells as illustrated  
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The TIM incorporates five interdependent characteristics of meaningful learning environments: active, constructive, goal directed (i.e., reflective), authentic, and collaborative 

The TIM associates five levels of technology integration (i.e., entry, adoption, adaptation, infusion, and transformation) with each of the five characteristics of meaningful learning environments. 

Together, the five levels of technology integration and the five characteristics of meaningful learning environments create a matrix of 25 cells

TIM is a useful tool for teachers to examine how they integrate technology into their classroom.  

http://fcit.usf.edu/matrix/matrix.php


Quality Teaching and Learning? 
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Finally, 

How does blended learning tie in with quality teaching and learning

You have a quality learning environment – face-to-face and online learning 
You have intellectual quality – a process of explicit and systematic teaching. 
You have significance – What does gen Y spend most of their time doing?
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